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Hildebrand. Whatever motives of policy or ecclesiastical ambi-
tion may have been mixed with it in the eleventh century, it had
the merit of bringing doctrine and practice into accord.

227. The masses wanted clerical celibacy. It is to be noticed
that clerical celibacy was a demand of the masses amongst church
members, and that the demand came directly out of Christian
mores. In the fourth century this doctrine was derived from
sacramentarianism. The notion became fixed that there was an
inherent and necessary incongruity between marriage and the
celebration of the sacrament of the mass. " In the course of the
fourth century it was a recognized principle that clerical marriages
were criminal. They were celebrated, however, habitually, and
usually with the greatest openness." l That means that they were
in antagonism with church opinion and its tendency at that time.
Sacerdotalism triumphed in the fifth century. " Throughout the
struggle the papacy had a most efficient ally in the people/*
Preachers exhorted the people to holiness, and the people required
this of the clergy, and enforced it by riots and mob violence.
Cases are cited which "bring before us the popular tendencies
and modes of thought, and show us how powerful an instru-
ment the passions of the people became, when skilfully aroused
and directed by those in authority.5'2 The fundamental notion
which underlies all asceticism was here at work, viz., that virtue
has stages, that a man can be more than good, or worse than
bad. The council of Constantinople, in 680, made new rules
against the marriage of the clergy, because the old ones were
neglected and forgotten. The motive stated was the welfare of
the people, who regarded such marriages as scandalous. The
excess in temper and doctrine was a mark of the period. The
learned would have held the doctrine as a metaphysical truth
only, but the masses turned it into a practical rule. The share of
the masses in the establishment of the rule is a very important
fact. Lea thinks that they were manipulated by the ecclesiastics.3
In the religious revival of the eleventh century the marriage of
the clergy was "popularly regarded as a heresy and a scandal."
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